
Sermon Study Questions 

Sunday, November 16, 2025 

 

 
1.      Read Isaiah ch.22 

  

2.      This passage is about Jerusalem’s lack of vision.  How do you think of vision?  When the 
bible speaks of vision what does it mean?  Think for example of Prov.29:18 which says, “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.” 

  

3.      In v.1-2 Jerusalem is rejoicing, but at the end of v.2 and in v.3 Isaiah describes a grim scene 
of destruction.  What is going on here?  How does this display Jerusalem’s lack of vision? 

  

4.      In v.10 and the beginning of v.11 Isaiah describes the inhabitants of Jerusalem frantically 
trying to save themselves from the Babylonian invasion.  But at the end of v.11 he says, “But 
you did not look to Him who did it, or see Him who planned it long ago.”  What’s the lesson 
there? 

  

5.      Jerusalem’s problem was that they were looking at their circumstances to gauge how 
things were going for them.  What makes circumstances an inaccurate gauge by which to 
determine this?  What should they have been looking to as a more accurate gauge? 

  

6.      The Scriptures speak into your life and enable you to see things as they really are.  What 
do the Scriptures say reality is for you as a believer?  Be as thorough as possible, as this is where 
you find real vision, see truth, and gain tremendous encouragement! 

  

7.      Who were Shebna and Eliakim?  What do we learn about them, and why are they included 
in this narrative?  



  

8.      Vision is what informs our priorities.  Flesh this statement out and answer why that is.  
Specifically, answer why you must see God as He really is, sin as it really is, circumstances as 
they really are, people as they really are, yourself as you really are, and eternity as it really is, 
(and really, all things as they really are) in order to have well-ordered priorities. 

  

9.      Why does this chapter conclude the way it does in v.25?  What is the lesson Isaiah is 
pressing home to us by concluding in this way? 

  

10.  Pray! 

Reading of Law: Colossians 3:1-2 

  

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 

  

Prayer of Confession: 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name.  We bless you and thank you for the great love 
you have for us as your people.  We confess that our minds are a battleground, and that 
maintaining a godly thought life is something we fail at.  You command us to seek the things 
above and to set our minds on those things above, but how often we set our minds on things of 
earth.  We are beset with the worries and concerns of life and are so often fixated on the 
temporal things of this world.  We allow ourselves to think of things that stimulate greed and 
lust and covetousness and pride, rather than on the true and beautiful things of your Word.  For 
you tell us that we are transformed by the renewing of our minds, and yet we don’t set our 
minds on that which brings positive transformation, but on things that harm us and tear us 
down.  We confess this and ask that you forgive us.  In doing so we are grateful to know that we 
have an advocate for us, Jesus Christ the righteous, and that in Him our sins are not counted 
against us but are imputed to Him even as His righteousness is imputed to us.  For this we thank 
you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

  



Assurance of Forgiveness: Ephesians 2:8-9 

                                                                                                        

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

  

  

Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 11 

  

Q 29. Why is the Son of God called “Jesus,” meaning “savior”? 

  

A. Because he saves us from our sins, and because salvation should not be sought 
and cannot be found in anyone else. 

  

1 Matt. 1:21; Heb. 7:25. 2 Isa. 43:11; John 15:5; Acts 4:11-12; 1 Tim. 2:5 

  

Q 30. Do those who look for their salvation in saints, in themselves, or elsewhere really believe 
in the only savior Jesus? 

  

A. No. Although they boast of being his, by their actions they deny the only savior, Jesus. Either 
Jesus is not a perfect savior, or those who in true faith accept this savior have in him all they 
need for their salvation. 

  

1 1 Cor. 1:12-13; Gal. 5:4. 2 Col. 1:19-20; 2:10; 1 John 1:7 

  

NT Reading: Hebrews 11:8-16 



By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer 
and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was 
past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, 
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having received 
the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from 
which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire 
a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city. 

 


